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Forecast:	
  
	
  

“There	
  is	
  a	
  60%	
  chance	
  of	
  rain	
  tomorrow.”	
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Forecast:	
  
“There	
  is	
  a	
  60%	
  chance	
  of	
  rain	
  tomorrow.”	
  

What do you think best describes what the forecast means? 

Other (please explain) 

I don’t know. 

60% of weather forecasters believe that it will rain 
tomorrow. 

It will rain on 60% of the days like tomorrow. 

It will rain tomorrow for 60% of the time. 

It will rain tomorrow in 60% of the region. 

Percent of 
respondents  Response option 
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Answers	
  

Other (please explain) 

I don’t know. 

60% of weather forecasters believe that it will rain 
tomorrow. 

It will rain on 60% of the days like tomorrow.* 

It will rain tomorrow for 60% of the time. 

24% 

9% 

23% 

19% 

10% 

16% It will rain tomorrow in 60% of the region. 

Percent of 
respondents  Response option (N=1330) 

Source: Gigerenzer et al. 2005.  



A	
  dialogue	
  between	
  
an	
  “Old	
  man”	
  and	
  a	
  

“Forecaster”	
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FORECASTER: We hope to provide 
you with seasonal forecasts to help you 
plan your agricultural activities 
 
OLD MAN: That would be good. 
 
FORECASTER: But we will not always 
be correct: Perhaps 7 times out of 10. 
 
OLD MAN: (after some thought): 
That is fine. Only God knows 
100% what will happen and you 
are not God!  
 
Right now, we “guess” each year & that 
means can be 50% right or 50% wrong. 
 
70% means I am ahead!  
 
I’ll try your forecast then.  
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IPCC	
  Likelihood	
  Scale	
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Graphical	
  probability	
  (in	
  colors)	
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Probability	
  of	
  
likelihoods	
  	
  

(in	
  rela2on	
  to	
  normals)	
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“Ensemble”	
  approach	
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“Cone”	
  of	
  uncertainty	
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“Animated”	
  depic3ons	
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a	
  ‘fan	
  chart’	
  showing	
  the	
  increase	
  in	
  uncertainty	
  with	
  
3me	
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Probability	
  pies	
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Forecast	
  icons	
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16 

Community-­‐based	
  Flag	
  
hois3ng	
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Sending SMS to Mobile 

Emerging technologies (e.g. cell phones) 

Mobile phone 
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Direct	
  &	
  regular	
  sharing	
  with	
  the	
  local	
  ins3tu3ons	
  for	
  
ins3tu3onal	
  ac3ons	
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Communica3ng	
  through	
  forum	
  and	
  dialogues	
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Media	
  engagement?	
  



Proac3ve	
  media	
  engagements	
  and	
  interac3ons	
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Crea3ng	
  par3cipa3on	
  of	
  user-­‐groups.	
  	
  

•  Earlier Paradigm: Science for the 
“sake of scientific development” 

•  Past Paradigm: Science “for the 
people” 

•  Current Paradigm: Science “with the 
people”.  

Science – Institution – Society 
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Stay united!  
 

Thanks 

For any queries:  
 
Atiq Kainan Ahmed 
Programme Specialist, ADPC.  
Email: atiqka@adpc.net 

 


